
On February 2nd at Gobbler’s Knob in Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, the most famous groundhog weather prognosticator, 
Punxsutawney Phil, saw his shadow predicting six more weeks of winter.  Since then, we all know what kind of weather 
we’ve been having.  Weather forecasting is not an exact science, but unfortunately, that silly groundhog has been more 

accurate than our local tv weatherman.

This has been a winter for the history books.  There is more snow at camp than any of us can 
ever remember.  Our maintenance staff is concerned that the snow may not melt until mid-
May, and if it keeps on snowing, who knows, we might still have snow on the ground when 
camp opens.  Since we can not delay the start of camp, we started thinking about the possi-
bilities: ice skating at the pool, snowman making at the lake, and fresh snowcones served at 
every meal.  We might even add a wool hat, mittens, and scarf to our packing list just in case.  
Even though there are less than 120 days until camp, don’t pack those items just yet.
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Camp Projects Update
Despite the harsh weather conditions we have been expe-
riencing at camp: subzero temperatures that have become 
routine (one morning it was -18º, that’s cold!) and snow that 
is so deep getting around camp has become nearly impos-
sible, contractors continue to make progress on a variety 
of improvement projects at the camp.  Needless to say, the 
men and women working on these improvements are a 
tough and dedicated crew.
Since our last newsletter, much progress has been made.  
Here’s an update on what our contractors have been doing:

Bobwhites Cabin
In the past, we have described a few renovation projects by 
saying, “When we’re done, you won’t recognize the cabin.”  
This statement is certainly appropriate when describing the 
long list of improvements being made to the Bobwhites cab-
in.  We first started in the bathroom with a complete rebuild.  
Everything, even the walls were removed.  The bathroom 

Reunion Recap
Waking up early on a cold Saturday morning after a hard 
week of deadlines and assignments is not easy for parents, 
much less their children.  But that is exactly what a large 
number of campers, parents, and staff members did to at-
tend this year’s Winter Reunion.  Because they were willing 
to lose sleep, get up early, and brave the cold weather, the 
2014 Winter Reunion was an overwhelming success.
Space Odyssey was buzzing with activity the entire day.  
The arcade games, candlestick bowling, and lasertag were 
busy.  Lucky Lotto had everyone on the edge of their seat, 
and the refresh-
ments, particularly 
the donuts, were 
enjoyed by all.  Even 
so, campers had 
the most fun reunit-
ing with their camp 
friends.  We couldn’t 
help ourselves but 
get excited too, as 
we watched campers scream, hug, and laugh.  It proves just 
how unique and special summer camp friendships are.
Thank you to all the campers, parents, and staff members 
who attended.  This year’s Winter Reunion was our highest 
attended and most spirited reunion we have had.  Many of 
you had traveled significant distances to attend.  We appre-
ciate the effort you made.  In addition, we would like to men-
tion Teddy Schrenk and his parents who traveled the furthest 
to attend the Winter Reunion; all the way from Baltimore, 
Maryland.  Now that’s camp spirit!
Once again, thank you to everyone who attended, you made 
the Winter Reunion truly memorable.
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Camp Projects continued from page 1
was completely redesigned, the walls rebuilt, and the toilets, 
showers, and sinks were replaced with all brand new fix-
tures.  The interior cabin walls 
have been covered with knotty 
pine, a ceiling with improved 
fluorescent lighting has been 
constructed, and, in order to 
let in more light from outside, 
new, larger windows have 
been installed.
Considering all the work that 
has been done to the cabin, 
there’s really not much left 
to the original cabin except 
the exterior.  Oh wait, in the 
spring, a new roof and vinyl 
siding will be installed.  Now 
when we say, “You won’t 
recognize the Bobwhites cabin 
this summer”, we mean it.

Partridges/Sparrows
In the winter, especially like this one, having inside work is 
important.  There are simply too many days that are too cold 
to work safely outside.  The continuation of the Partridges/
Sparrows cabin renovation project is the perfect solution.  
Two years ago, the bathrooms were renovated, windows re-
placed, and a new porch con-
structed.  This winter, we have 
turned our attention to the 
cabin’s living quarters.  This 
project includes: a new ceiling 
with updated fluorescent light-
ing, like the Bobwhites cabin, 
and knotty pine on the interior 
cabin walls.

New Boathouse
Lake Activities is Lake Greeley’s most popular activity.  It 
comes as no surprise with all the things there are to do.  
Sailing, canoeing, jumping on the water trampoline, climbing 
on the rock n’ slide, or building sandcastles on the beach.  
With all these activities, there is a lot of equipment, and as 
the list of activities we offer at the lake continues to grow, it 
became obvious, the boathouse is too small.  A new boat-
house has been designed and building plans have been sub-
mitted to township officials for their review.  Once we receive 
approval, construction will begin this Spring.

Lenape/Sioux
While our attention has been focused on the girl’s side of 
camp, we have not forgotten about the boys.  An overhaul 
of the Lenape/Sioux cabin is scheduled to begin in early 
Spring.  The renovation of this cabin will include a new 
porch, new windows, and vinyl siding.

As work continues on these projects and as others are 
added, we will keep you posted on Facebook and in later 
issues of “The Spirit”.

Happy Birthday...
If you were born in February or March, then we’re
celebrating your birthday!
Ashlee Cressman, T.J. Spicer, Mariska Venverloo, Eugenie 
Burgard, Tea Margnat, Ana Paula Ortiz, Robbie Economou, 
Daniel Roman, Luis Alejandro Ilizaliturri Uriquiza, Olga 
Ivleva, Pierre-Alexandre Giafferi, Alexander Gmoser, Jack 
Witherell, Maddie Dawson, Malcolm Hanchet, Alex Michai-
lides, Kate Warren, Chandler Kent, Ava Gutierrez, Maddy 
Peel, Daniel Fiorillo Morelli, Sehee Son, Amelia Berisha, 
Sophie Oglensky, Evan Epstein, Dany Diaz Rubio, Samantha 
Taskale, Evan Couval, Gidget Rosen, Beatrice Rosa, Chris-
tina Arida, Caroline Purcell, Alexandra Purcell, Lindsay 
Hogan, Marina Kobozeva, Duran Longaro, Serafina (Sadie) 
Delgass, Emiliano Fernandez, David Garrambone, William 
James, Cristian Camilo Quisabony Calderon, Ryan Gregory, 
Krista Layvas, Daniel Stanton, Erica Bent, Santiago Mogol-
lon, Ramon Aznar Encinas, Hugo Zemmour, Natalie Alegant, 
Carlos Hernandez, Alexandra Danemans, Emma Buthusiem, 
Kateryna Okhrimchuk, Zachary Hodge, Danielle Elkins, 
Jonathan Cutler, Natalia Gabancho, Alina Lagutenko, Daniel 
Weinberger, Isabel Lesser, Julia Lesser, Nathanael Abou, Syd-
ney Couval, Jack Kahn, Grace Steele, Ivan Ozaruk, Jeffrey 
Roizman, Erin Robin, Sebastian Girodes, Reilly Van Duyne, 
Rosalee Bayer, Elizabeth Forrey, Lorena Arce Garcia, Sophia 
Giordano, Elizabeth Lee, Nicholas Lee, Tia Lemberg, Rachel 
Oglensky, Alexander Gill, Iris Lin, Zhanett Kurtanidze, Oleg 
Kurtanidze, Jordan Pittari, Lila Shulmister, Georgia Cohen, 
Mila Janicik, David Attar, Ryan Mclauglin, Chantilly Lee, 
Rowan Bradshaw-Mack, Nicolas Franggi, Katherine Doherty, 
Madeline Doherty, Emily Laschiver, Derek Bogdan, Norbert 
Feiesh, George Ruddle, Valerie Gilchrist, Molly Abdelhamid, 
Juan Nicolas Linares Morales, Erwan Akkouche, Stephanie 
Miller, Sheila Kate Strong, Alexandra Mayer, Alex Strawser, 
and Megan Gladwin.

Have a spectacular birthday!

2014 Program Calendar
We are excited to announce the 2014 Special Events and 
Evening Program Calendar is now online.  If you have been 
wondering what to pack so that you are prepared for the 
special events, theme meals, and evening activities this 
summer, you need not wait any longer.
This summer, we have scheduled many of the events and 
activities campers have indicated were their favorites on the 
Camper Questionnaires we received.  Plus, we have added 
new special events and evening activities to make this year’s 
program calendar simply incredible!
Check out this summer’s program schedule by going to Lake 
Greeley Camp’s evening program webpage, www.lakegree-
ley.com/program/evenings.html.



Calendar of Events
	 3/29/2014	-	Camp	site	tours
	 3/31/2014	-	Enrollment	Application	Deadline
	 4/13/2014	-	Camp	site	tours
	 4/26/2014	-	Camp	site	tours
	 5/4/2014	-	Open	House
	 6/29/2014	-	Camp	opens
	 7/19/2014	-	First	half	visiting	day
	 7/26/2014	-	First	Half	ends
	 7/27/2014	-	Second	half	begins
	 8/9/2014	-	Second	half	visiting	day
	 8/21/2014	-	Last	day	of	camp

Program Spotlight - Horseback 
Riding
Horseback riding has been a part of Lake Greeley Camp 
dating back to its beginning.  For much of the camp’s his-
tory, it was the most popular activity and the camp’s primary 
focus.  In fact, for many years, Lake Greeley Camp was an 
equestrian camp for girls.
Camper’s interest, over time, change.  Activities that once 
were well attended lose their popularity and are replaced 
by another.  There are, however, activities that each year 
remain among the camper’s favorites.  Horseback riding was 
one of those activities.  In the 1960’s and early 70’s, virtually 
every camper would ride.  It was the undisputed number one 
activity in camp.  Unfortunately, beginning in the mid-1970’s, 
camper’s interests began to shift to team sports and horse-
back riding gradually began to lose its popularity.  Inter-
est had declined so much that when Lake Greeley Camp 
reopened as a children’s summer camp in 1988, horseback 
riding was not among the activities offered.  It wasn’t until six 
years later, when inquiries about horseback riding increased, 
that a decision was made to offer the activity again.
With this decision, a new location for the activity had to 

be identified and entirely new 
facilities had to be built.  The old 
facilities had been modified and 
were being used for other pur-
poses.  The barn, with its stalls 
removed, was being used for 
indoor street hockey.  It was also 
used during rainy days and for a 
variety of evening activities.  The 
riding ring, with all its posts and 
rails taken out, was the track for 
our quad riding activity, a differ-
ent type of horse power.  Today, 

the original site of the Lake Greeley Camp stables is where 
Goody Hall is located.  The riding ring is now Goody Field.
A search was conducted to find a new site for horseback 
riding.  Several different locations were considered.  How-
ever, the site that fit our criteria the best is where it is located 
today, on Lake Greeley Camp’s upper campus.  A location 
where the activity is able to operate with little disruption, has 
vehicle accessibility, and allows for future expansion.  A new 
barn, tack room, and riding ring were constructed, and four 
years later a second riding ring was added.
Since being reinstated, the equestrian program including sta-
ble management, has introduced new riders to the pleasures 
of horseback riding and has improved the skills of campers 
who have come to camp with previous riding experience.  Its 
staff has created an environment that balances instruction 
with activities that keep campers interested and motivated 
to learn and, most importantly, makes horseback riding 
enjoyable and fun.  Our approach to horseback riding must 
be working as our equestrian program has steadily gained 
popularity among our campers and has found its way back to 
being one of the camp’s top five activities. 

Interestingly March
When you think about the month of March, what comes 
to mind?  Do you think of rain showers, flowers blooming, 
butterflies, and four leaf clovers?  How about peanuts and 
girl scout cookies?  We didn’t either.  However, after doing 
a bit of research, we found many interesting facts about the 
month of March.  Here they are:

• March is Woman’s History Month.
• The first telephone call was made by Alexander Graham 

Bell on March 10, 1876.
• Juliette Low, founded the Girl Scouts on March 12, 1912.
• According to tradition, on March 23, 1775, Patrick Henry 

declared, “Give me liberty, or give me death.”
• The United States purchased Alaska from Russia on 

March 30, 1867, and the Virgin Islands from Denmark on 
March 31, 1917.

• The Star Spangled Banner became the National Anthem 
on March 3, 1931.

• The planet Uranus was discovered on March 13, 1781.
• Every year March starts on the same day of the week as 

November.
• March is the third month of the year in the Gregorian Cal-

endar.  In the Roman calendar, it is the first month.
• The saying, “March comes in like a lion and goes out 

like a lamb” means that the first days of March are often 
stormy, and the last days are mild and warm.

• March 1st is Peanut Butter Lovers Day.
• March Madness, the NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament 

begins with the first round on March 18th.
While all these facts are interesting, perhaps the most inter-
esting fact about the month of March is that only April and 
May are left until the month of June and the start of camp.


