
Autumn is a beautiful time of the year, but how did it get here so quickly?  At camp, the change 
of seasons is easily recognizable.  The color of the leaves has long ago changed and now only 
a few remain clinging to their branches.  It has also been getting noticeably colder and morning 
frost has become, to our disappointment, a regular occurrence.  And now, with November’s ar-
rival, there is a sudden realization that the holiday season is not far behind.  Wow, in just a few 
weeks we will be celebrating Thanksgiving.  To our entire Lake Greeley Camp family, we 
are grateful for your confidence in us and wish you a joyful Thanksgiving!
Even though we know what time of the year it is, in our hearts, summer camp feels as if it 
ended just a few weeks ago.  Although, no matter how hard we try to hold onto summer, the 
thoughts of colder temperatures 

and snow makes it really difficult.  That is why each year we 
hold a Winter Reunion; to get us through the winter by get-
ting excited for the upcoming summer.

This year’s reunion will be held at Sportime USA in 
Elmsford, New York on Sunday, January 22nd!  Circle 
this date on your calendar now.  You definitely do not want to 
miss it.
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SWB RailRiders 2017
The Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders, the Triple-A affiliate 
of the New York Yankees, are the best team in minor league 
baseball.  They are the 2016 Champions of the International 
League and winners of the 2016 Gildan Triple-A National 
Championship.  Watching future major league superstars, 
RailRiders baseball games have always been fun and excit-
ing, but this season, the RailRiders must also defend their 
title.  The games are going to be awesome.
The RailRiders have finally released their 2017 schedule.  
Due to an extended road trip in August, we are able to attend 
only three games this summer.  We have already reserved 
tickets for the following games:

Game 1 - July 5th vs. Buffalo Bison (Toronto)
Game 2 - July 17th vs. Norfolk Tides (Baltimore)
Game 3 - August 2nd vs. Buffalo Bison (Toronto)

Games are played at PNC Field in Moosic, Pennsylvania, 
where every seat has a great view of the field.  RailRiders 
baseball games are an optional activity for campers entering 
the 5th grade and older.  The cost of each game is $35.00.  
Price includes a ticket for the game, round-trip transporta-
tion, and dinner.
Prior registration is required.  You can register for these 
games online from your CampInTouch account or you can 
download the registration form from the Forms webpage on 
Lake Greeley Camp’s website.

THE SPIRIT
Lake Greeley Camp

Winter Office: P.O. Box 219, Moscow, Pennsylvania 18444 (570) 842-3739

Camp Projects
Since we last reported on the changes and improvements 
being made at camp, there has been a lot of activity.  So 
much so, it feels as if everywhere we turn there are crews of 
contractors working on something.

Staff Parking
For as long as we can remember, the staff parking lot was 
the field across from the Infirmary.  For years, this field was 
in a part of the camp that was infrequently used.  But, as the 
camp population grew and the number of activities that 
we offered increased, it became obvious that the parking 
lot occupied land that could be better used for other camp 
activities.  Finding an area large enough that could accom-
modate all of the camp’s and staff member’s vehicles and 
has little potential of being used for any other camp activity 
was a difficult task.
It took longer than we expected, but we found it.  The new 
location of the staff parking lot is behind the maintenance 
building on the upper campus, an area currently being used 
to store building materials and camp equipment.  Excava-

Inside this Edition
• Winter Reunion 2017

• Camp Improvement Projects

• Pioneer Days

• Halloween Costume Contest

• Thanksgiving Fun Facts



tors went right to work clearing debris and hauling in over 
320 tons of gravel.  When they were finished, we were 
amazed by the size of the area that was underutilized; an 
area capable of parking over 60 cars.
The future use of the now vacant field across form the Infir-
mary has enormous possibilities whether it be for existing 
camp activities, camp events, or by new activities we may 
add to the daily program.

Basketball Court
In 2004, when two 
new basketball courts 
were built next to the 
skatepark, they changed 
how basketball was 
scheduled.  The new 
courts were designated 
for the day-to-day instruc-
tion while the original basketball court by the gymnasium 
was to be used for specialized instruction, intercamp games, 
and in-camp tournaments.  To our surprise, the new bas-
ketball courts satisfied all of the program’s needs while the 
older court was sparingly used.  As a result, a decision was 
made to retire the older basketball court and convert it into 
a grass field.  Contractors have since ripped up the court, 
hauled in over 140 yards of topsoil, and planted grass seed.  
The new grass field will be used by our fitness and athletics 
programs as well as during evening activities.  The possible 
uses for this new field are endless.

Horseback
In order to make the 
necessary improvements 
to Ring #2 (the smaller 
riding ring), it has been 
dismantled.  With the 
area clear, excavators 
have regraded the riding 
surface, corrected drain-
age problems, and have hauled in 230 yards of equestrian 
sand to improve footing and comfort for the horses.  A new 
riding ring, measuring 72 ft. wide x 120 ft. long, will be con-
structed in the spring.

Hockey Rink
For years, roller and street hockey were a top 3 daily activity 
among campers.  Over the years, however, our campers’ 
interests have changed and the popularity of these 
activities has steadily declined.  No longer are we 
playing hockey, instead the rink has been used for 
dodgeball and an occasional arena soccer game.  
As a result, the walls of the hockey rink were deter-
mined to be unnecessary and have been torn down.  
The rink’s playing surface remains which will allow us 
to continue to use it for dodgeball and soccer again this 
summer, plus many other activities too.

Additional projects are scheduled to begin during the win-
ter months.  We will keep you up to date once they begin.

Camp Projects continued from page 1

Pioneer Days
We know choosing the right summer camp can be 
a difficult decision.  Comparing each camp’s focus, 
programs, and facilities can be confusing.  That  is 
why we have created the Pioneer Day program.

Pioneer Day is a one-day opportunity for prospec-
tive campers between the ages of 6 - 12 to learn 
more about a summer camp experience at Lake 
Greeley Camp.  There is no better way for children 
to understand camp life than to experience it for 
themselves.  Spending a day at Lake Greeley Camp 
will embolden a potential camper and foster confi-
dence and independence while also addressing any 
concerns and questions he or she may have.  Visiting 
pioneers will spend an amazing day with prospective 
and current campers, and will have the chance to 
participate in a variety of activities.

The morning begins at 10:00 a.m., with a brief 
orientation for both parents and children, prospec-
tive campers then go off with their counselors and 
camper group for a funfilled day.  Parents will tour 
the camp and meet members of our staff.  The day 
concludes at 4:00 p.m.

We believe a Pioneer Day will help parents and fu-
ture campers decide if Lake Greeley Camp is a good 
fit for their interests and needs.  There is no cost for 
participation in this program.  Space is limited and 
will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis.

Pioneer Days dates are:
• Sunday, July 2, 2017
• Saturday, July 15, 2017
• Sunday,  August 13, 2017

Call 570-842-3739 for additional information.

Thanksgiving Fun Facts
• The first Thanksgiving was held in the autumn of 1621.  It 

included 50 Pilgrims and 90 Wampanoag Indians and 
lasted three days.
• Wild turkeys can run 20 miles per hour when they are 
scared.
• Americans eat 46 million turkeys each Thanksgiving.
• Benjamin Franklin wanted the turkey to be the national 

bird, not the eagle.
• The Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade began in 1924 and 
featured live animals from Central Park Zoo.
• The heaviest turkey on record, according to the Guinness 
Book of Records, weighs 86 pounds.



The Winter Reunion is by far the most anticipated off-season camp event of 
the year.  Coming together as a camp after months of being apart is exhila-
rating for everyone; campers, staff members, and parents.  Simply put, it is 
amazing!
This year’s reunion will be held on January 22nd from 10:00 a.m. to    
1:00 p.m. at Sportime USA.
Located in Elmsford, New York, Sportime USA is an indoor amusement center 
that is huge, 24,000 sq. ft., that’s nearly twice the size of the gymnasium at 
camp.  It’s filled wall-to-wall with games and amusements that will make your 
mouth drool, and the whole place has been reserved exclusively for Lake 
Greeley Camp.  That’s right, all that Sportime USA has to offer is ours for the 
entire three hours!

During the reunion we have unlimited use of:
• amusement rides: bumper cars, Himalaya roller coaster, mini-twister, and 

the brand new super fly
• Lasertron laser tag - 3,000 sq. ft. glow-in-the-dark arena
• 24 ft. climbing wall
• batting cages
• 3 level indoor playground filled with slides, climbing mazes, 

and ball pits
• 150 arcade games - each camper gets an unlimited use 

arcade card
• XD Theater - a 4 dimensional interactive ride

There is so much more to this reunion than just fun and games.  
It is a great opportunity to get together with your friends from the summer, 
catch up on what’s been happening since the end of camp and reminisce 
about the great times we shared this past summer.  We’ll be serving bagels, 
donuts, and juice in our party room throughout the reunion, present a slide 
show of pictures we’ve taken from last summer, and even hold a Lucky 
Lotto raffle drawing.  It’s guaranteed FUN!
For more information on Sportime USA including driving directions, visit 
their website at www.sportimeusa.com.
There’s no charge to attend the winter reunion, and it is open to 
Lake Greeley Camp campers from previous summers and new 
campers who are enrolled for the 2017 summer, their siblings 
and, of course, parents.
Lake Greeley Camp staff members will be present at Sportime 
USA during the reunion.  We, however, recommend that a par-
ent or adult guardian accompany all campers to the reunion 
and remain at Sportime USA.  Parents can relax and enjoy 
a coffee and free Wi-Fi in the adult’s lounge inside Sportime 
USA.  We’ll make sure you get a raffle ticket too!
Registration for the winter reunion is required.  You can register two ways: on-
line directly from the Lake Greeley Camp’s Winter Reunion webpage at www.
lakegreeley.com/about/winter.html or you can download the registration form 
at www.lakegreeley.com/forms/reunionregistration.pdf.  If you download the 
registration form, please return the completed form to the Moscow, Pennsyl-
vania office by mail or fax at (570) 842-0410.  All registration forms must be 
submitted no later than January 16th.

See you at Sportime USA on January 22nd for the Winter Reunion!

Winter Reunion
Sunday, January 22 , 2017



Happy Birthday...
to our campers and staff members who celebrate 
birthdays in October and in November!
Samantha Anderer, Lily Bartels, Daniella Berritto, Luca 
Black, Bianca Sky Bonfanti, Emily Burr, Hannah Cheitel, 
Samantha Coope, Erin Craig, Molly Dunn, Shane Elvin, 
Alejandra Salas Genero, Cody Gilman, Jonathan Golden, 
Samuel Gutsche, Kate Haffenreffer, Spencer Jones, Wil-
liam Huang Kirtland, Diego Kleinig, Sofya Kozlova, Va-
nessa Kusel, Kyle Long, Sophia Lukavsky, Coco Marriott, 
Grace McNey, Stefani Mindrebo, Candice Najean, Jillian 
Ortenzi, Frederick Passarella, Nicole Passarella, Tanner 
Rave, Thomas Roll, Sage Rouas, Zachary Schmidt, Max 
Stoughton, Ellerie Tauber, Riley Wolgamott, Lily Wolpert, 
Alys O’Reilly, Anthony Nelligan, Charlie Polkinghorn, Han-
nah Levy, Jack Pirrie, Jonathan Yogerst, Sophie Hammond, 
Tiffany Usavage, Hayley Asai, Serena Berman, Alvaro Cal-
vo-Sotelo, Maya Chandar-Kouba, Claire Charlow, Jennie 
Cosares, Anna Daly, Daniella Damato, Maija Dixon, Hailey 
Eldon, Madelyn Epstein, Sloan Epstein, Ralph Franco III, 
Kyle Gilbert, Sonee Goles, Ava Groth, Annabel Haake, 
Sophia Hofmann, Josephine Howard, Sydney Isseks, Reilly 
Kelley, Caroline Langford, Hannah Lee, Andrew Martin, 
John McAlister, Luke Menger, Nicki Michailides, Kieley 
O’Hara, Olivia Parker, Jack Perrucci, Antons Pigoznis, Vann 

Pineault, Danny Quinn, Kiefer Rhoades, Molly 
Rittinger, George Russon, Lauren Schultz, Jack 

Spencer, Christianna Swift, Zachary Traussi, 
Kate Van Duyne, Charles 

White, Brittany Zastawni-
ak, Stacey Greaux, Luke 
Warpus, Paul Hodges, 
Sacha Foulkes, Teresa 
Parker, and Zoe Bowman.

By the Numbers
- 6,800: Tacos served during the summer

- 2: Trips to Dorney Park & Wildwater Kingdom

- 126: Continuous backflips at bungee trampoline

- 163: “Facts of the Day” read by Matt at flagpole

- 197: First-time campers

- 1: Olympic breakout

- 11,098: Spells cast on Harry Potter Day

- 84: Campers and staff members at the pool participating 
in Water Aerobics at one time

- 232: Days until camp begins

Calendar of Events
 12/31/2016 - Application deadline
 1/22/2017 - Winter Reunion
 4/8/2017 - Open House/Camp Tours
 4/22/2017 - Open House/Camp Tours
 6/25/2017 - Camp opens
 7/8/2017 - First Half Visiting Day
 7/22/2017 - First Half ends
 7/23/2017 - Second Half begins
 8/5/2017 - Second Half Visiting Day
 8/18/2017 - Last day of camp

Halloween Costume 
Contest
Like many of you, Halloween is one of our most favorite 
traditions.  It is only during Halloween when you can dress 
up in a costume, walk around the neighborhood, and people 

give you free candy.  It’s almost 
like canteen!
The response to our Halloween 
Costume Contest was over-

whelming.  
We were 
taken by 
surprise 
with the 
number of 
pictures 
that were 
submitted.  
Thank you 

to everyone who participated.
Because all the costumes were 
so creative and imaginative, 
some perhaps at little unusual, 
our judges had a very difficult 

task.  Nevertheless, their top three costumes were:

• Sophia Michaelson as Darla from ”Finding Nemo”
• Grace Singleton as a zombie nurse
• Cole and Adrian Bouffard as a candy receptacle and the 

Toxic Avenger 

Congratulations to Sophia, Grace, Cole, and Adrian, who 
have won their choice of a session of waterskiing, wake-
boarding, or tubing, a session of paintball, or a SCUBA clinic.
Again, thank you to everyone who participated in the con-
test.  All of your costumes were truly amazing.  I fact, we 
can’t wait to see what you will be wearing next Halloween!

Grace Singleton

Cole & Adrian Bouffard

Sophia Michaelson


