
Tis the season to be jolly, the holidays are here!  Maybe it is due to the mild weather we have been experienc-
ing throughout the Fall, but this year, it seems to have arrived all too quickly.  Nevertheless, this is a wonderful time of 
the year (although, Summer, of course, is still our favorite) when families and friends come together and share the joy 
of the season.  From all of us at Lake Greeley Camp, we wish our entire LGC family a most Happy Hanukkah and Merry 
Christmas.  We are appreciative of the trust you have placed in us and wish you peace, joy, and prosperity throughout the 
coming year.  Happy Holidays!

On a programming note, our annual Winter Reunion is Saturday, January 23, 2016.  Don’t forget to mark your 
calendar. You definitely don’t want to miss it!
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Winter Camp Projects
As Summer became Autumn, the weather at camp remained 
rather mild and, as a result, contractors have been able to get 
a jump start on this year’s list of renovation and improvement 
projects.  Even though last year was a busy year taking on 
projects such as: renovating the swimming pool, remodeling 
the Chippewa/Seneca cabin, installing a ventilation system in 
the Gymnasium, and constructing a new activity building at 
the lake, there are still plenty of items on our to-do list.

Quails/Meadlowlarks
Contractors have already begun working on the renovation 
of the cabin.  They started with the complete gutting of the 
2nd floor of the cabin.  Used for staff housing, it has been 
redesigned, which means everything has to go, right to the 
bare walls.  The new layout includes four private rooms 
for senior staff.  The first floor will also be getting a facelift 
as the bathrooms are being completely refurbished.  Work 
includes new fixtures, upgraded lighting, the addition of an 
exhaust fan, and new wallcovering.  The interior of the cabin 
will receive a new ceiling with upgraded fluorescent lighting, 

Casey & Derek
On October 10, 2015, a wedding of particular interest to 
Lake Greeley Camp took place in Plattsburg, New York.  
Casey Engleman, Senior Girl’s Division Director (2010 - 
2014), and Derek Bogdan, 
Assistant Director, were 
married!
The ceremony, held at Saint 
Peter’s Church, was well at-
tended by campers and staff 
members of Lake Greeley 
Camp.  There to witness this 
truly joyous occasion were: 
Billy James, Zoriana Lebron, 
Val Mendoza, James Dragonetti, Molly Abdelhamid, Kari 
Dalia, Michelle Lee, Nick Lee, Natasha Hanson, and Mar-

garet, Matt, Jr., Rose, and Matt 
Buynak.  Also in attendance 
was Kylie Engleman, Casey’s 
proud daughter, who was an 
attentive bridesmaid in the 
wedding party.
Overlooking Lake Champlain, 
surrounded by the vibrant 
colors of the fall foliage, the 

setting for Casey and Derek’s reception was stunningly 
picturesque.  The bride was aglow in her beautiful wedding 
dress and Derek looked pretty darn good in his tuxedo.
A night of dancing and camp stories, shared with Casey 
and Derek’s friends and family, lasted well in to the even-
ing as we celebrated the love Casey and Derek have for 
each other.  The entire night they never stopped smiling 
and no one could ever recall seeing them so happy.
Congratulations Casey and Derek!



The Winter Reunion is by far the most anticipated off-season camp event of 
the year.  Coming together as a camp after months of being apart is exhila-
rating for everyone; campers, staff members, and parents.  Simply put, it is 
amazing!
This year’s reunion will be held on January 23rd from 10:00 a.m. to    
1:00 p.m. at Sportime USA.
Located in Elmsford, New York, Sportime USA is an indoor amusement center 
that is huge, 24,000 sq. ft., that’s nearly twice the size of the gymnasium at 
camp.  It’s filled wall-to-wall with games and amusements that will make your 
mouth drool, and the whole place has been reserved exclusively for Lake 
Greeley Camp.  That’s right, all that Sportime USA has to offer is ours for the 
entire three hours!

During the reunion we have unlimited use of:
• amusement rides: bumper cars, Himalaya roller coaster, mini-twister, and 

the brand new super fly
• Lasertron laser tag - 3,000 sq. ft. glow-in-the-dark arena
• 24 ft. climbing wall
• batting cages
• 3 level indoor playground filled with slides, climbing mazes, 

and ball pits
• 150 arcade games - each camper gets an unlimited use 

arcade card
• XD Theater - a 4 dimensional interactive ride

There is so much more to this reunion than just fun and games.  
It is a great opportunity to get together with your friends from the summer, 
catch up on what’s been happening since the end of camp and reminisce 
about the great times we shared this past summer.  We’ll be serving bagels, 
donuts, and juice in our party room throughout the reunion, present a slide 
show of pictures we’ve taken from last summer, and even hold a Lucky 
Lotto raffle drawing.  It’s guaranteed FUN!
For more information on Sportime USA including driving directions, visit 
their website at www.sportimeusa.com.
There’s no charge to attend the winter reunion, and it is open to 
Lake Greeley Camp campers from previous summers and new 
campers who are enrolled for the 2016 summer, their siblings 
and, of course, parents.
Lake Greeley Camp staff members will be present at Sportime 
USA during the reunion.  We, however, recommend that a par-
ent or adult guardian accompany all campers to the reunion 
and remain at Sportime USA.  Parents can relax and enjoy 
a coffee and free Wi-Fi in the adult’s lounge inside Sportime 
USA.  We’ll make sure you get a raffle ticket too!
Registration for the winter reunion is required.  You can register two ways: on-
line directly from the Lake Greeley Camp’s Winter Reunion webpage at www.
lakegreeley.com/about/winter.html or you can download the registration form 
at www.lakegreeley.com/forms/reunionregistration.pdf.  If you download the 
registration form, please return the completed form to the Moscow, Pennsyl-
vania office by mail or fax at (570) 842-0410.  All registration forms must be 
submitted no later than January 15th.

See you at Sportime USA on January 23rd for the Winter Reunion!

Winter Reunion
Saturday, January 23, 2016



Happy Birthday...
to all of our campers and staff members who were 
born in November and December!
Hayley Asai, Serena Berman, Lily Botts, Carolina Campello 
Lopes, Maya Chandar-Kouba, Claire Charlow, Jennie Co-
sares, Isabelle Crawford, Anna Daly, Maija Dixon, Maria 
Drel, Leya Drumm, Hailey Eldon, Madelyn Epstein, Sloan 
Epstein, Kyle Gilbert, Sonee Goles, Annabel Haake, Jo-
sephine Howard, Sydney Isseks, Josephine Kane, Olivia 
Kim, Kate Lantier, Mollie Matzkin, Nicki Michailides, Matt 
Muleta, Briann O’Hara, Kieley O’Hara, Olivia Parker, Antons 
Pigoznis, Danny Quinn, George Russon, Lauren Schultz, 
Christianna Swift, Lindsey Tiedemann, Zachary Traussi, 
Taylor Vlad, Charles White, Demitra Zolotas, Sacha Foulkes, 
Romy Geuze, Abigayle Gibbard, Joraine Greaux, Dara Sil-
verman, Juan Pablo Aznar, Zara Baddeley, Matthew Barnes, 
Nathaniel Barnes, Chiara Boye, Margaret Buynak, Andres 
Calvo-Sotelo, Claire Daniel, Molly Davis, Olivia De’Ath, 
Caitlyn Finn, Eli Freedman, Daniel Giraldo, Paul Gonzalez, 
Molly Gratzon, Andrey Guydouk, Ilya Guydouk, Sam Haupt-
ly, Christina Heathcote, Oleg Ivlev, Anatole Josso, Carina 
Kane, Ethan Kim, Paul LaBorde, Kacper Lapinski, Sofia 
Lemberg, Gerald Libby, Robert Lynam, Olivia Martinez, Ava 
Matthews, Alan Ostrovsky, Isabella Ramirez, Olivia Ruth, 
Lucca Schmid, Noelle Valdinoto, Ambrosia Backe, Mary Kate 
Budsock, Samantha Cleaver, William Englert, Bailey Frick, 
Danielle Horne, Kathryn Johnson, Klaudia Skoneczna, and 
Nikki Yeckel.

Make it a great day.  Your birthday only comes 
around once a year!

Calendar of Events
 12/31/2015 - Application Deadline
 1/23/2016 - Winter Reunion
 4/10/2016 - Open House/Camp Tours
 5/1/2016 - Open House/Camp Tours
 5/21/2016 - Open House/Camp Tours
 6/25/2016 - Camp opens
 7/9/2016 - First Half Visiting Day
 7/23/2016 - First Half ends
 7/24/2016 - Second Half begins
 8/6/2016 - Second Half Visiting Day
 8/19/2016 - Last day of camp

Summer 2015 by the 
Numbers
At the end of each summer, we compile statistics concern-
ing our camper population, and each year the statistics 
reveal very interesting facts.  Below, we have listed a few 
of these facts:

• Total number of miles traveled by campers to get to 
camp - 340,492

• Total combined number of years campers have at-
tended Lake Greeley Camp - 1,175

• Campers with siblings - 85
• Sets of twins - 9
• Pounds of laundry washed - 24,368 
• Countries represented - 25
• States represented - 21
• Amount of clay used at Pottery - 750 pounds
• Number of beads used to make jewelry at Arts & 

Crafts - 36,500
• Daily activity periods held - 236
• Number of pictures taken - 18,735
• Pounds of chicken nuggets consumed during the sum-

mer by campers and staff - 14,563
• Number of times the “Happy Birthday” song was 

played - 47
• Number of 5-Year Jackets handed out - 36

The statistics do not lie; our campers obviously love 
chicken nuggets.  They also love camp because they will 
travel from around the world to spend their summer at 
Lake Greeley Camp, “the vacation capital of the world”.

Matt’s Facts of the Day (of the Month)

This past summer we witnessed the beginning of a new 
camp tradition, the facts of the day.  At the evening flagpole, 
campers and staff would wait with nervous anticipation for 
the facts to be read by Matt, Jr.  It is a tradition, we believe, 
worth continuing.

Remember, after you read each fact, you must clap twice 
and say, “Fact!”

Fact #1 - The sword-billed hummingbird is the only bird with 
a beak longer than its body.

Fact #2 - A World War I homing pigeon saved 194 men by 
delivering a message despite losing a leg, an eye 
and having been shot through the chest.

Fact #3 - The average 3-hour baseball game contains only 
18 minutes of game action.

Look for more facts in next month’s issue of “The Spirit”.



Winter Camp Projects continued from page 1
knotty pine wallcovering, and new porch.

Goody Hall
Last year a ventilation system was installed in the Gymna-
sium.  The system proved to be so successful in maintaining 
a cool and comfortable environment that we have decided 
to install the same type of system in Goody Hall.  The site 
of our gymnastics program, Goody Hall, can get a little 
warm especially on those hot summer days.  We expect our 
gymnasts to be overjoyed with this news (cartwheels are not 
necessary).  Sized to move 42,000 cubic feet of air circulat-
ing fresh air into the building every six minutes, the ventila-
tion system is guaranteed to maintain a cool, comfortable 
environment inside Goody Hall all summer long.

Floor Drains
While not the most glamorous project on this year’s list, the 
addition of floor drains in the bathrooms of camper cabins 
is still an important improvement.  The addition of the floor 
drains will prevent the pooling of water on the bathroom floor 
making the bathrooms easier to clean and, we anticipate, 
easier to keep clean.

Lighting Survey
A performance analysis of the light fixtures currently used in 
the Gymnasium is scheduled later this month.  Lighting qual-
ity, efficiency, and uniformity will be evaluated.  The addition 
of LED fixtures will also be considered. 

Regardless of the time of year, there is always a project to 
be started somewhere at camp.  We will keep you posted 
with the progress of these projects and if any new projects 
get started.

ACTIVITY HIGHLIGHT - 
ATHLETICS
Athletics has always been an integral part of Lake Greeley 
Camp’s daily program.  We cannot imagine a summer camp 
without it.  There is, however, a stark difference with the ath-
letics program that was offered at camp years ago and what 
is offered today.  Years ago, athletics was basically softball 
or basketball.  Today, be-
cause of the interests of our 
campers, the program has 
grown to fifteen activities.

While we believe competi-
tion, properly monitored, 
is overly beneficial for the 
development of the athlete, 
athletics at Lake Greeley 
Camp can best be described 
as noncompetitive.  The 
athletic directors and activ-
ity instructors focus on skill 
development, teaching the 
fundamentals required to 
play a particular sport.

For those campers who 
desire more competition, 
intercamp games and intra-
camp tournaments are of-
fered.  Intercamp games are 
played in a variety of sports 
against other camps.  Team 
practices are held and all campers, who express an inter-
est and attend practice, participate.  Intracamp tournaments 
are scheduled events that occur at the camp between Lake 
Greeley Camp campers.  They typically are less formal than 
intercamp games and include events such as: a triathlon, 

3-on-3 basketball, ping pong, 
the LGC Open (golf), and 
more.  Both intercamp games 
and intracamp tournaments 
are voluntary.  Campers sign-
up to participate.

Good sportsmanship is 
emphasized in all of Lake 
Greeley Camp’s athletic 
activities.  Winning is just one 
of several goals we would like 
our campers to achieve.  We 
also want our campers to take 
pride in their accomplishments 
and in improving their skills.  It 
comes as no surprise that the 
athletic program is so popular.  

The balance of instruction and games rooted in having fun 
and good sportsmanship is a sure winner. 

SWB RailRiders
The Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders is the Triple A affiliate 
of the New York Yankees.  The games are exciting, there’s 
not a bad seat in the stadium, and, the best part of all,  you 
never know who you might see play.  In past summers, we 
attended games where we saw baseball superstars Alex 
Rodriguez , Ivan Nova, and Greg Bird.
The 2016 schedule has been released, and once again, 
the schedule makers did not take into consideration Lake 
Greeley Camp’s summer schedule.  Unfortunately, due to 
the All-Star break and an extended road trip, we can only 
schedule three baseball games this summer.  The games we 
will be attending are:

Game 1 - July 5th  vs.  Lehigh Valley Iron Pigs
Game 2 - July 26th  vs.  Buffalo Bison
Game 3 - August 11th  vs.  Lehigh Valley Iron Pigs

Prior registration is required for the RailRiders games.  You 
can register for these games online from your CampIn-
Touch account or you can also download the form from the 
Forms webpage on Lake Greeley Camp’s website.

Activities in the Athletic 
Program:

Softball
Baseball
Basketball
Badminton
Cross Country
Soccer
Gymnastics
Lacrosse
Field Hockey
Tennis
Flag Football
Martial Arts
Kickball
Golf
Ultimate Frisbee


